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SUBJECT: ROBERT MUGABE'S INTERVIEW IN MAPUTO PAPER 

1 . MAPUTO DAILY NOTICIAS ON SEPT 13 PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW 
WITH ZANU PRESIDENT ROBERT MUGABE WHICH WAS GIVEN "SOME DAYS 
AGO" TO THE PAPER. MUGABE CLAIMED THAT ANGLO-AMERICANS ARE 
NOW INTERESTED IN OBTAINING SUPPORT FOR AN INTERNAL ACCORD OF 
SOME NATIONALISTS IN ORDER TO DESTROY THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT. 

HE SAID THE REASON FOR THIS MANEUVER IS THAT THE ANGLO-AMERI- 
CANS SEE THAT THE BASIC POINTS THEY PUT FORWARD IN THE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN PROPOSALS WOULD DESTROY THEIR OWN INTERESTS AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE. THESE BASIC POINTS ARE: SMITH AND HIS REGIME 
MUST BE REMOVED, AND THE FORCES OF HIS REGIME DISMANTLED AND 
REPLACED BY LIBERATION FORCES. MUGABE ALLEGED THAT THE BRITISH 
HAD ACCEPTED THESE POINTS, BUT ARE NOW TRYING TO CHANGE 

THEM AND SUPPORT NEW PRINCIPLES WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO THE 
INTERESTS OF THE ZIMBABWE PEOPLE. 

2. MUGABE. IN REFERRING TO PROMISES BY DAVID OWEN THAT IF 
SMITH DID NOT CHOOSE TO RESIGN, JOINT UK-US EFFORTS WOULD FORCE 
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HIM TO RESIGN, SAID THAT "WE ACCEPTED THIS IN GOOD FAITH, BUT 
NOW WE BELIEVE THEY WANT SMITH TO STAY". MUGABE ADDED: "WHEN 
WE SAY THAT SMITH HAS TO BE REMOVED, WE DO NOT MEAN HIM AS A 
PERSON, BUT ALL OF HIS REGIME. IF SMITH AND HIS REGIME REMAIN 
THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO CHANGE AT ALL, ANOTHER SMITH WILL COME." 

3. ON THE QUESTION OF PF UNITY, MUGABE SAID THAT "WE ARE FOR 
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UNITY BASED ON THE ARMED STRUGGLE. FROM ZANU'S SIDE. WE ARE 
FOR ONE ARMY AND ONE COMMAND ONLY." MUGABE ALSO MENTIONED THAT 
THE PF'S INTERNAL QUESTIONS ARE DISCUSSED "IN A CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND OBJECTIVE WAY". 

4. COMMENT: WE DO NOT KNOW THE EXACT DATE THAT MUGABE WAS 
INTERVIEWED BY NOTICIAS, BUT WE ASSUME IT WAS JUST PRIOR TO HIS 
SEPT 9 DEPARTURE FOR ADDIS ABABA. MUGABE DID NOT MENTION DI 
RECTLY THE SMITH-NKOMO MEETING, BUT CHOSE ONCE AGAIN TO ACCUSE 
THE ANGLO-AMERICANS OF ATTEMPTING TO DIVIDE THE PF AND SEEKING 
TO KEEP SMITH IN POWER. DE PREE 
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